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Chair’s Report 
 
 
It is with pleasure that I present the WA Youth Jazz Orchestra’s 2020 Chair’s 
Report. 
 
2020 was a year like no other, with the Covid-19 global pandemic halting our 
annual Homegrown program in March 2020. We were able to return to 
performing in September 2020 and finished the year with a few, but very 
successful performances in and around Perth. I would like to thank our young 
musicians who, despite the difficult year, still performed to a very high level. 
 
As always, the WAYJO Board thanks all of our donors for their ongoing support 
and contributions, which has been particularly appreciated in 2020. We are 
proud of the connections we build across industries and with individuals and our 
success depends upon the generosity of a variety of people, governments and 
institutions. 
 
Thanks to the Western Australian State Government through the Department of 
Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries and Lotterywest for our core 
funding, and partners North West Shelf Gas, St John of God Health Care and 
Minter Ellison. 
 
We were delighted to welcome the Minderoo Foundation as a supporter of our 
Guest Artist Program in 2019 and despite our 2020 Guest Artist program being 
cancelled, Minderoo continued to support us through that difficult year. 
 
Through the Federal Government Job Keeper program, we were able to keep 
our dedicated staff employed and much work was done throughout the year 
working with the band members, planning ahead and working on some new 
programs. 
 
I would like to thank my fellow WAYJO Board members for their ongoing 
contribution of their time and skill to this great organisation and to the staff and 
musicians for their limitless enthusiasm and dedication to WAYJO and the music. 
In particular, I would like to thank the following Board members for their tireless 
support of WAYJO who have either retired during the year or will do so at this 
AGM. They include Laura Wuetschner, Brian Murphy and Vic Grant. 
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Since our last AGM, we have welcomed Steel Bromley, Andrew Fairbairn and 
Emily Dawe to the WAYJO Board and thank them for committing their time and 
efforts to the betterment of WAYJO. 
 
Finally I would like to thank our former General Manager, Simon Keen, who left 
us at the conclusion of March 2021 after some 5 years of service with WAYJO.  
We wish him all the best for his future endeavours. 
 
Simon Durack JP 
Chair 
WAYJO 
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Artistic Director’s Report 
 
What more could be said about 2020, that 
hasn’t already been said? It was horrible, 
however WAYJO was able to get through 
the year better than most, which I am truly 
grateful of. 

Our first concert of the 2020 Homegrown 
Season was planned at The Maj for March 
27. By mid March it was obvious that this was 
not going to happen but we were hopeful. 
Fast-forward to September and we were 
able to perform for the first time in 2020 to a 
live audience. This is still unbelievable to many friends and colleagues living 
overseas. 

We had an ambitious program of new commissioned work and a celebration of 
local Australia-wide talent. The pandemic focused us even more locally and 
we, like many of us in the arts, took to celebrating the immense talent within our 
secure WA boarders and Perth audiences responded with glee! 

It was a very tough year for our band members, especially those in their first year 
of WAYJO. We kept our band members busy with regular online tasks, recording 
and video projects, listening parties and guest artist zoom hangs. The young 
musicians showed great patience and resilience, which we appreciated. 

We wrapped the final quarter of the year up with a few performances for each 
of the bands, which explored some new venue opportunities that were not 
available at the start of 2020. We performed at The Rechabite and Lyric Lane 
and loved it! We will be back at those venues in 2021. 

In an unprecedented move, we rolled all the 2020 band members into 2021 
without auditions: the first time in the 38 years of WAYJO. This will not become 
the norm, however we saw it as the only fair way to treat the WAYJO members 
in a year with very little performance opportunity. 

I want to thank all the talented and hard working young musicians in our three 
wonderful bands and our dream musical direction team of Marty Pervan, Ricki 
Malet and Chris Musitano. Thank you to Simon, Jess, Justine and Amanda for 
keeping the office in solid and safe hands. A big thank to Simon who, after five 
years of service to WAYJO is leaving for new adventures. And finally thank you 
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to the WAYJO board for steering us through such wild and stormy waters to land 
us safely in 2021 with our board still intact and ready to sail again. 

Never a dull moment around WAYJO HQ! We have another big year planned in 
2021 with more performances opportunities for everyone. I look forward to 
seeing you at a performance soon. Take care and stay safe. 

 
– Dr Mace Francis 
 
General Manager’s Report 
 
2020 was in incredibly challenging, yet 
rewarding, year. For WAYJO and for the 
arts sector in general. One week after 
we launched our 2020 Homegrown 
season, our entire operation 
transitioned. Our planned season 
became dust in the wind, the office 
staff pivoted to work from home, and I 
worked with the Board to determine 
WAYJO’s way out of the COVID-19 
shutdown of the arts industry.  
 
In third term of the school year, the WAYJO staff returned to the office, with sad 
boxes of 2020 season brochures waiting for us. But there was light at the end of 
the tunnel; rehearsals recommenced, and by August we were doing what we 
do best, once again performing live music to live people.  2019 saw WAYJO 
celebrate the birth-place of our artform, with our annual theme being “An 
American Jazz Story”. And audiences lapped it up, our Jazz at the Maj season 
selling faster than ever before with multiple sell-out concerts across the year. 
 
The fact that we could visit Lyric’s Underground, Downstairs at the Maj, The 
Rechabite, and the Quarry Amphitheatre is, frankly, amazing to look back on. 
WAYJO owes a great debt to many, many people who supported the 
company through what could have been the darkest of times. 
 
Firstly, I thank key funders who were instrumental in being part of a key rescue 
package, both for WAYJO and the arts sector as a whole. The State 
Government of Western Australia, through their public health policies and 
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through Lotterywest’s funding, allowed WAYJO and others to return to work. The 
Minderoo Foundation allowed WAYJO to repurpose a grant designed to bring 
guest artists from interstate and overseas to Perth, apportioning the funds to 
provide support to those guest artists as their income dried up and then 
donating the remainder to cover WAYJO’s operational costs. The Federal 
Government’s JobKeeper plan allowed us to continue to employ our staff 
throughout the shutdown and beyond. And donors by the score pitched in to 
contribute what they could. 
 
I thank all of these people.  
 
For the last five years, rather than calling core elements of my work fundraising, 
I’ve adopted a philosophy of “friend-raising”. Bringing WAYJO to people and 
engaging with them so they received the opportunity to understand what a 
truly exceptional organisation WAYJO has been for over 35 years. 
 
As I write this report, I am preparing to step down as WAYJO’s General 
Manager. The company is in the strongest possible health and can look brightly 
towards the future as a result of the support we have received in 2020. After five 
years, it is time for new ideas and voices to continue to bring the best out of the 
staff and organisation. 
 
I personally thank the people who have volunteered their time as members of 
the WAYJO Board, and in particular Board Chairs Lloyd Smith and Simon Durack, 
and Laura Coles, who has been Treasurer throughout my tenure.  
 
I also pay tribute to the entire staff of WAYJO. The company has achieved great 
things over the last five years, and I wish everyone the greatest success in the 
future. 
 
Finally, I’d like to acknowledge the incredible dedication of the over 100 band 
members who have been part of WAYJO since I joined. I have been privileged 
to get to know these musicians and their families, some who have been with the 
company longer than I have. WAYJO musicians are some of the most incredible 
and knowledgeable emerging artists and deserve as much support as WAYJO 
and our friends can provide. 
 
I look forward to watching WAYJO achieve great things in the future, and wish 
every possible success to the company. 
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– Simon Keen 
 
About WAYJO 
 
The West Australian Youth Jazz Orchestra (WAYJO) is an Australian youth jazz 
orchestra based in Perth, Western Australia. WAYJO has 54 jazz musicians 
between 14 and 25 years of age and currently presents over 100 performances 
a year across Australia. 
 
The West Australian Youth Jazz Orchestra was founded in 1983. The original 
band was formed from secondary school students from the music specialist 
schools, young local musicians and some of the original students of the 
inaugural Jazz Studies course at the WA Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA). 
By the early 1990s WAYJO had grown to two bands and by the late 1990s three 
bands were in operation each with its own Music Director, which remains the 
position today. 
 
WAYJO offers young jazz musicians outstanding artistic and professional 
opportunities, allowing them to perform alongside award-winning and touring 
guest artists such as Fred Wesley, Frank Foster, James Morrison, Dick Oatts, Jm 
McNeely, Ed Partyka, Kate Ceberano, Migiwa Miyajima, Mike Abene, Frank 
Tortiller, Rhonda Birchmore, Don Burrows, Joe Chindamo, John Morrison and 
Libby Hammer. 
 
 
 
Staff 
 

General Manager 
Simon Keen 

 
Assistant to the GM and  

Office Manager 
Jessica Herbert 

 
Marketing Coordinator 

Justine Thornley 
 

Bookkeeper 
Amanda Luke 

 

Artistic Director 
Dr Mace Francis 

 
Tuesday Night Orchestra  

Music Director 
Marty Pervan 

 
Monday Night Orchestra  

Music Director 
Ricki Malet 

 
Assistant Music Director 

Chris Musitano  
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2020 Audience Summary 
 
 
WAYJO presented 5 ticketed performances in the 2020 COVID-19 interrupted 
season. 
 
 
Ticketed Program No. Performances Attendees 
Isolation & Emancipation – Lyric Lane 1 98 
Jazz @ the Maj – A Night of Jazz Royalty 2 158 
Jazz Under the Stars 1 343 
A Summer Wonderland 1 155 
Total 5 754 

 
Due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, capacity was limited at ticketed 
events, and the number of programs and activities normally booked by 
external hirers serverly curtailed. 
 
It is estimated that WAYJO reached around 2,000 people in 2020, either as 
attendees or as participants in a variety of programs. 
 
Programming for 2021 events has been impacted and scaled back as a 
result of risk management pertaining to potential future shutdowns of venues 
and gatherings as the COVID-19 pandemic is managed by various levels of 
Government. 
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Funding 
 
WAYJO thanks our many supporters and donors who contribute so 
meaningfully, allowing us to achieve our mission.  
 
 
Government Partners 
 
The Board and Management acknowledge the investment from the State 
Government of Western Australia through the Department of Local 
Government, Sport and Cultural Industries and Lotterywest. WAYJO was 
successful in applying for relief funding through Lotterywest. 
 
WAYJO also acknowledges the continued investment from Healthway in our 
Education Program. While WAYJO was unable to deliver this program in 2020, 
we are grateful to Healthway for deferring the funding towards events in 
2021. 
 
The Federal Government’s JobKeeper program allowed WAYJO to continue 
operations throughout 2020 and plan for 2021, and the organisation 
recognizes the support received via the Australia Council in emergency 
funding. 
 
WAYJO acknowledges that 2020 was an extremely difficult time for many 
working in the arts sector, and believes that sector support will be an ongoing 
necessity throughout 2021. 
 
 
Corporate Partners 
 
WAYJO were delighted to welcome back our returning corporate partners. 
 
North West Shelf Gas 
St John of God Health Care 
MinterEllison 
Minuteman Press Perth 
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Philanthropy 
 
Donors and philanthropic foundations contributed greatly to WAYJO’s 
financial position in 2020.  
 
The Minderoo Foundation generously increased their funding above 2019 
levels in a continuation of the partnership, and in recognizing the impact on 
funded programs due to COVID-19 restrictions, allowed WAYJO to apportion 
part of their 2020 grant towards operational costs. Funding from the Minderoo 
Foundation allowed WAYJO to complete our Commissioning Projects for 
2020, and paid contracted guest artists who were unable to travel to Perth 
50% of their agreed fees in recognition of the lost income. 
 
We thank our continuing support from philanthropic foundations and private 
donors supporting a range of activities and outcomes throughout the year. 
 
Minderoo Foundation 
Bendat Foundation 
Simon Lee Foundation 
Geoffrey Christian Artist Exchange Fund 
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2020 Donors 
 
Major Donors 
 
Michael Beech 
Chris Zelestis 
 
Seat Sponsors 
 
Tessa Campbell 
Elizabeth Chester 
Paul Clarke 
Peter Cowden 
John & Nina Hart 
Steve Hogden 
Shannon Johnston 
Richard Keen 
Kylie Lamb 
Ann ten Seldam 
Lloyd Smith 
Sue Taylor 
Jeremy Wallace 
Chris Zelestis 
 
240 Club Members 
 
Natasha Allchurch 
Terry Andrews 
Lisa Baker 
Tim Chiew 
Kris Dallimore 
Sharon Herbert 
Brian Mumme 
Joe Musitano 
Robert Parkinson 
Mark Shircore 
Michael Smith 
Marie van de Ven 

General Donors 
 
Carolyn Auton 
Ros Barnes 
Llewela Benn 
Henry Boston 
Steele Bromley 
John Chappell 
William Clayton 
Anne Clifford 
Susan Douglas 
Ken Dyson 
Sandra Eckert 
Janine Freeman 
Geoff & Suzanne Gardiner 
Vic Grant 
Ruth Greble 
Nina Hart 
Shannon Johnston 
Stephen Josland 
Peter Kift 
Niels & Teresa Kroyer 
Kylie Lamb 
Tom Lemann 
Deborah Luke 
Sandra McAlpine 
Bruce McCowan 
Kaelyn Middler 
Catherine Noblet 
Michael O’Brien 
Tracy Peacock 
Siân Roberts 
Ann ten Seldam 
Marc Staford 
Alan Taylor 
Sue Taylor 
Charlie Teakle 
Bruno Vonlanthen 
Jeremy Wallace 
Alison Walster 
Shauna Weeks
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